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More 
exotica in 

West 
Suffolk 

Everyone 
is 

welcome 

Parish Pump: do we keep up with times or what? 

R ECIPE: Old house Grade 2 listed 
+ Belgian air source heating + solar 

panels. It’s brilliant . Room temperature 
up to 24deg C. Quiet but not silent. All 
adds up to zero oil usage and will be 
even better when we have a Tesla 
battery fitted. We did get the grant and 
have not needed to change the radiators 
but did have secondary glazing fitted 
downstairs Peter 

Strad 
Cricket 
team in 
the 1950’s 
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WHAT’S WHERE? 
 

Wickhambrook Surgery 

Boyden Close, Nunnery Green, 
Wickhambrook. CB8 8XU 

Appointments, emergencies and general 
enquiries:           01440 820140 

Dispensary:         01440 823801 

The surgery is open from 8.30am to 6.30pm, 
Monday to Friday.  

Police Force HQ      01473 613500 
 

Denston Village Hall Enquiries: 
Denston: 01440 820675 Stefan 
 

Stansfield  village hall booking enquiries 
Tel: 01284 789192 
bookings@stansfieldvillage.org.uk 

Parish Pump 
If you have a news item or wish to 

publicise a local event please contact 

Peter Thompson at 

parish.pump@gmail.com 

or  07711 689171 
 

WHO’S WHO in  
YOUR VILLAGE? 

 
 

Stansfield parish council 
Chairman: Sarah Hopkins 
stansfieldparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 
Stradishall parish council 
Chairman: Ady Swift 
Vice Chairman: Adrian Lee 

Denston meeting 
Chairman: Jeff Fellows 
01440 820310 
jefffellows.crown@gmail.com 
Suffolk county councillor 
Bobby Bennett 
bobby.bennett@suffolk.gov.uk 
West Suffolk councillor for Denston, 
Stansfield & Hawkedon 
Sarah Pugh 
sarah.pugh@westsuffolk.gov.uk 
West Suffolk councillor for 
Stradishall, Clare, Hundon etc  
Nick Clarke 
nick.clarke@me.com 

ADVERTISING RATES 

INSIDE PAGES for 12 months   
(6 month rate in brackets) 

Eighth page £79 (43) 

Quarter page £159 (86) 

Half page £239 (129) 

Full page £400 (£220) 

Letter from 

The Editor 

Wendy Johnson-Houghton   
e: 

wendy.johnsonhoughton@gmail.com 

Advertise your Business  

Not only will you appear in over 700 
copies of the Parish Pump and hand de-
livered to all homes in Stradishall, Stans-
field and Denston, you will also be in-
cluded in our online edition, landing in 
over 400 inboxes. 
  

• • Special rates for front or back 
page adverts 

A s you probably know by now, I am 
new to this editing game. I am 

learning fast but this month, due to a 
communication error, on my part, we 
will not have articles from some of your 
favourite regular contributors. I do apol-
ogise for this. I will try harder next 
month!  
. 
Kind regards 
 
Peter 

Christmas is coming in 
Thursford! 
Hurry, there are few 
seats left for the  
annual Carol Concert 
  
Saturday 11th December 
14.00. 
 
A coach will pick you up from 
Haverhill, Stradishall or 
Wickenbrook. Price is £50 
including the coach.  
For the fantastic programme 
see  https/.www.thursford.com/
christmasspectacular// 
Please contact D. Crysell 
01440820115 for the full details 

Former Riverwalk School 

Chevington Close 
Bury St Edmunds 
Suffolk 

Postcode 

IP33 3JZ 

mailto:bobby.bennett@suffolk.gov.uk
mailto:sarah.pugh@westsuffolk.gov.uk
mailto:nick.clarke@me.com
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Exotic Bird 
 

L ife in the depth of the Suffolk country-
side just became a little bit more excit-

ing recently with the arrival of a beautiful 
crested crane at our window. 
My husband was quietly eating his break-
fast one morning recently when he heard a 
tapping on the window behind him. He 
turned round and to his surprise came face 
to face with a large unusual bird. 
  When I arrived on the scene I recognised 
it as a crested crane - a most elegant bird.  
This one seemed quite tame and happy to 
pose for photographs. When it got bored 
with us it wandered towards the road and to 
prevent a disaster my husband encouraged 
it to go across the road into the field oppo-
site. As it went, it dramatically opened its 
beautiful white wings with black edging  
demonstrating a huge wing span.     
As we live on the crest of the hill between 
Stansfield and Poslingford we imagine the 
crane belongs to the menagerie at Posling-
ford House along with the wandering por-
cupines! 
 
Clare Powell 
 

 

Kingfisher 
Not quite exotic but I spotted a 

kingfisher over our pond, it 
was gone in a flash but it did 

make me feel good! 
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Buff-tip moth 

 

A s one of the few Women’s Insti-

tutes to have their own hall, we 

decided to hold an open day on Saturday 

2nd October between 11.00am and 

3.00pm for all the other organisations 

who use the Hall for various activities. 

On the day there were stalls representing 

the Horticultural Society, the History 

Society and the Women’s Institute itself 

of course. There was also a stall for the 

Farmers Market selling delicious jams, 

pickles and homemade cakes. There 

were representatives from the Yoga and 

Country Dancing classes, held on Satur-

day mornings and every other Wednes-

day at 2-00pm respectively. Maria 

Sumner who does a great job of manag-

ing the Wickhambrook website was also 

in attend-

ance to 

show people 

what’s on 

offer in the 

village. Jo 

Gearing was 

there to rep-

resent the 

1st Wick-

hambrook 

Beavers 

who meet in 

the WI Hall 

every Monday from 18-00 to 19-00. She 

was also there with a plea for anyone 

willing to help out and get involved as 

they are trying to re-establish the Cubs 

within the village as they have had to 

combine with Moulton Cubs. Anyone 

interested should contact Jo on 01440 

820860. 

Finally members of the WI provided 

refreshments: tea, coffee and homemade 

cake. It is hoped that people who attend-

ed gained an insight into what goes on at 

the Hall on a weekly basis. 

 

WICKHAMBROOK WOMEN’S INSTITUTE HALL OPEN DAY 

For information on Hall Bookings 

please contact: 

Jackie Fieldsend on 01440 820108 

Saturday 4th December : Christmas 
Shopping Day! Starting at 2-00pm. 
There will be an array of stalls selling 
gifts suitable for Christmas. Come along 
and buy those last minute presents! Re-
freshments will be served and there will 
be a tombola and a Christmas Hamper 
raffle. 
  
 For further information please contact 
Dorothy : 01440 820376 or 
Gillian : 01440 820052 

Forth coming events in Wickenbrook 

GRAB A JAB! 
Coronavirus cases are 
rising……but anyone 
over the age of 12 is 
now eligible for 
vaccination. If you are 
over 16, you can get a 
vaccination from a 
walk-in centre, such as 
the excellent one at 
Chevington Close, 
Bury St Edmunds.  
So whether it’s your 
first, second or booster, 
help stop the spread. 

Please don’t put it off! 
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Louise  
and  
Hugh 

 

 

STRADISHALL HISTORY: 
UGANDAN REFUGEES 

  
CAN YOU HELP PLEASE? 

  

D o you remember when the Ugandan 
Asian Refugees were temporarily 

housed in Stradishall Former RAF Camp 
in 1972/73?  
If you volunteered to work there, or, 
knew anyone who did, please contact 
Ruth Seal 01440 820631, Wickham-
brook History Society. 
ANY INFORMATION WOULD BE 
GRATEFULLY RECEIVED! 
We are collecting information on Volun-
teering and what happened at Stradishall, 
during the 6/7 months it was used to 
house these refugees, before they were 
resettled elsewhere. 
  

Ruth Seal 

Black British Histories 1970’s 

In October there was an appeal from Dorothy Anderson of Wickhambrook History Society for any infor-
mation on the 1972 Ugandan Asian refugees. The interest in this has gained momentum , and Ruth Seal is 

repeating this request All they need now is some contacts. 

Please stretch your memories  
for our historians. 
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POST OFFICE 
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm;   

Sat 9.30am-12noon; Sun - closed 

SHOP & PETROL  
Monday-Friday 7am-6.30pm;    
Sat 8am-6pm;   Sun 8am-1pm 

GREAT OFFERS 
EVERY MONTH 

During these difficult times, Wickhambrook 

Stores are delivering shopping to customers 

who are vulnerable or isolated.  

Please give us a call if you think we can help 

- or if you would like to volunteer as a 

deliverer.  

  01440 820220 

WICKHAMBROOK  SHOP & POST OFFICE: 

PROUD TO SERVE OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY 

www.clarepharmacy.co.uk 
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Martin Kinna 

There sit in opaque ghostly outline 

the Tommies whose names appear on 

our war memorials.  

The wonderful J R 
Humphrey emporium 

November 

 

A nd so we come to November, pos-

sibly surfeited on Pumpkin Soup. I 

never thought it would come to be a fa-

vourite month as it always heralded 

Winter but now as I, too, begin to wither 

and things look likely to drop off soon, I 

can appreciate much more the season of 

"mists and mellow fruitfulness” and, of 

course, the special time of Remem-

brance. 

  My father was a regular soldier who 

fought on the North West Frontier, at El 

Alamein, Monte Casino, in Austria and 

Germany, Malaya and Korea. You can 

imagine he had a lot to remember and he 

told me some of it. 

  For the hundredth anniversary of the 

First World War a particular effort was 

made to add focus to our remembrances. 

One item was the life sized perspex out-

lines of uniformed soldiers that could be 

placed near graves or seated in church 

pews. These have continued to be used 

and if you visit a church where they 

have been installed the effect is quite 

amazing. There sit in opaque ghostly 

outline the Tommies whose names ap-

pear on our war memorials. Sometimes 

there may be two or three in the same 

pew where they had worshipped as a 

family. It does make the forgotten pres-

ence seem very real and brings home the 

poignancy of the losses to us in our vil-

lages today. 

  Remembrance Day is the day each year 

on which I feel most proud to be British. 

I recall some of my Dad’s stories, tales 

of his friends who were with him in 

various theatres of war but failed to re-

turn.  

.  They went because they felt they had 

to and did their best for the love they 

bore for our country 
Round these parts many who served had 

never before been to London but sud-

denly were confronted by totally foreign 

countries, food, speech and behaviour. 

Suffolk lads who never questioned why 

they went and had no time to question 

why they never came back. 

  I am proud that in our small communi-

ties we huddle together in the cold by 

our small stone memorials to hear the 

names of the fallen read out and in our 

tiny groups thank them for their sacrific-

es that have enabled us to be here, to 

enjoy November. 
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D.J.ALBON 
BUILDING SERVICES 

 
Specialising in all aspects of building, decorating, property  

maintenance and repairs at competitive prices 
 

Brickwork • Chimneys re-pointed, repaired, rebuilt 
Extensions • Alterations • Restorations • Groundworks 

Driveways • Roofing • Fencing and repairs 
UVPC Windows • Doors • Conservatories • Fascia • Soffits 
Guttering • Plastering and repairs • Painting and Decorating 

Tiling • All Maintenance 
 

No job too small • Free Estimates 

For a friendly and professional service call 

Office: 01787 278815 or Mobile 07948 004680 

 
June 

 
July 

 
August  

 
September 

 

Nick Burton 
(Stradishall) 

79 70 32 78 

Tina Lee 
(Stradishall) 

78 64 47 69 

Sam Slater 
(Stansfield) 

66 88 36 81 

Rod Taylor 
(Stansfield) 

73 77 31 86 

Jay Gridley 
(Hundon) 

72 97 35 94 

Victoria 
Pakenham 
(Fenstead 
End) 

55.5 40.5 20.5 56 

Elaine 
Plumpton 
(Gt Saxham 

69 66 25 73 

Monthly rainfall 2021 mm collated by Rod Taylor 

Apologies for last month’s error July and August were mixed up 
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FRESH FISH • SMOKED FISH • SHELL FISH 
WEDNESDAY 

Willow Tree Farm Shop 
 9am-1pm 

 

THURSDAY 
Coggeshall 7.30am-12.30pm 
Long Melford 2.30pm-5pm  

 

FRIDAY 
Clare Market Hill 8am-10am 

Lavenham Market Place 11am-1pm 
Depden 2-4pm 

 

  

 01787 377768 

    07971 811947 

 

Stansfield Village Lunch 
Thursday, 18th November 

 
 The Stansfield Village Lunch for November will be held at the Village Hall. 

 Government guidelines will be completely adhered to if necessary, depending if 
there are any restrictions at the time.  

A delicious two course lunch will be served: 
 

 Braised Normandy Pheasant 
 with Sautéed Potatoes and Seasonal Veg 

 
 Followed by: 

 Fallen chocolate soufflé with prunes and creme fraiche.  
 

Both courses are gluten free  
The meal will conclude with tea and coffee.  

The cost is just £4 per head. 
 

 Please advise us, when booking your lunch, of any dietary restrictions that you 
may have and we will discuss alternatives with you.  

The next village lunch will take place on Thursday, 9th December (Christmas 
Lunch) dependant on Government guidelines should there be another wave of the 

virus. 
 To reserve your place at the November lunch, please contact Jacky by email 

jacky21@mac.com or phone 01284 789118 We look forward to you joining u 

Here be 

dragonflies 

U nfortunately for Parish Pump but good for Sophie. She is taking a sabbatical 
and has a real job. We all at Parish Pump wish her the best of luck with her new 

venture and wait impatiently to welcome her back! 
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Photos: 
Sam Sykes 

 

 

W e are crossing our fingers, toes and everything else that the Christmas Fair and Switch-
On will be able to go ahead this year as planned. 

  Last year it was so disappointing to have to cancel both events and we missed seeing all 
the happy, friendly faces enjoying the festivities. 
  The fair will once again be held in St Peter and Paul, our lovely parish church, and also in the 
Town Hall. This will mean that everything is more centralized and that Market Hill will be the fo-
cus of the planned entertainment on the Saturday afternoon and evening. 
  On Friday evening the fair will be open from 5-8pm and there will be carols from the choir in 
the candlelit church, along with complimentary mulled wine - and Father Christmas will be vis-
iting us! He will be found in his grotto from 5.30-7.30pm. There will also be face painting in 
the church. 
On Saturday the fair will be open from 10am-7pm and there will be music from Long Mel-
ford Silver Band and lots of other family entertainment. Father Christmas will be there again, 
from 2-4pm.  
The Switch-On will take place on Market Hill at 6pm with hot dogs, mulled wine and other 
goodies to make it all go with a swing. 
  Make sure you put this major event in your diaries and you will be able to do most of your 
gift and other festive shopping right here in town - so much easier and much more fun! 
 

  We need to raise funds to help pay for the entertainment and lights, so please look out for 
our collection boxes around the town and support our fundraising events, including the 
Christmas Lights Raffle. Tickets will be on sale on 20th November at Clare Market and there 
are some great prizes! 
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L oyal readers of the Parish Pump 
may remember an article about this 

time last year, which described the work 
of the Independent Monitoring Board 
(IMB) at Her Majesty’s Prison at 
Highpoint. Well, we are again looking to 
recruit new members to join us, so here 
is a brief resume of that article: 
  The IMB monitors what is happening 
day-to-day in the prison, and its effect 
on the outcomes for prisoners. Assess-
ments are made with four main headings 
in mind: Safety, Humane treatment, 
Health and well-being, Progression and 
release. Any concerns we have are re-
ported at an appropriate level, and each 
board submits an annual report to the 
Secretary of State. 
  Board members have unfettered access 
to the prison and its residents, and to all 
documentation, with the exception of 
health records. All areas of the prison 
are visited regularly, and contact is es-
tablished with the prisoners and the staff. 
As the “eyes and ears” of the public, we 
observe. We record our evidence-based 
findings, in objective and unbiased re-
ports. We deal with individual applica-
tions from prisoners, relating to prob-
lems or complaints, which we work to 

Highpoint Prison needs you! 

resolve. We also attend meetings and 
reviews, to observe how the prison is 
managing a variety of issues. This means 
going into the prison three or four times 
a month to visit residential units, the 
kitchens, workshops, healthcare, educa-

tion, chaplaincy……anywhere and eve-
rywhere, depending on what is on your 
rota. There are no restrictions on the 
time of day for visits. (Some Board 
members fit their visits in round a busy 
working week, on weekends, or eve-
nings.) 

Interested in joining us? Once past 

the interview, and the inevitable security 

checks, you will receive a thorough 

training, and will work under the guid-

ance of a mentor for a probationary peri-

od (usually one year). Anyone over 

eighteen can apply, and we aim to re-

cruit from a diversity of backgrounds. 

There is on-going training throughout 

your tenure, and members are encour-

aged to identify an area of special inter-

est. 
  If you are interested, please go to 
www.imb.org.uk/join-now/current-
vacancies and follow the links to 
‘Online Applications Form’, where you 
will be invited to sign up and log in.  
The closing date for applications is 14th 
November 2021. 
.If you’d like an informal chat about 
what is involved, please contact Carol 
Thompson on 07708899579 

IMB 

COULD YOU LOOK BEHIND THE CLOSED DOOR? 

http://www.imb.org.uk/join-now/current-vacancies
http://www.imb.org.uk/join-now/current-vacancies
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with Louise Duckling 

A Skirt through History 

Louise’s article will also not appear this month either Apologies once again Peter 

Monthly Meeting held in the WI Hall 12/10/21 

 

Helen’s Herbaceous Garden with Helen Hilliard 

 

W hat was billed as a talk on Gardens in fact turned into a really interesting display of flower arranging! Helen had brought 

lots of plants and flowers from her garden to demonstrate how to make stunning but simple displays which anyone could 

achieve. Helen stressed that you don’t necessarily need exotic or expensive plants to make a show. Members were held spell-

bound as she proceeded to make several seasonal arrangements which she then very kindly donated for the raffle. Helen began 

with a circular display which she built up with groups of plants interspersed with small crab apples in keeping with the autumnal 

theme. Shen then made a table decoration using a hollowed out butternut squash complete with its “hat”. Finally she demonstrated 

how to put together a beautiful hand tie bouquet which was offered with a gift bag. Along the way Helen gave several useful tips 

and ideas on flower displays which members could take away with them. The members who won the flower displays in the raffle 

were delighted! 

Wendy Mansfield 

 

WICKHAMBROOK WOMENS INSTITUTE 
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Due to a teething communication 

problem by myself, Caroline will not 

be contributing this month. Please 

wait next month everything will be 

back to normal 

www.headplumbingservices.co.uk 
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F ollowing the successful village 
meeting held on the 15th September, 

a further meeting was held on the 7th 
October at the Benefice Hall, Wickham-
brook of all those who had expressed an 
interest in getting involved in the resto-
ration and future running of St. Mar-
garet’s Church.  Seventeen people at-
tended, including the Archdeacon of 
Sudbury, Revd David Jenkins. 

Our Rector, Revd Eve Bell opened by 

welcoming everyone and thanking them 

for coming.  She said that she hoped 

that we could now move forward and 

form ourselves into groups to deal with 

the various tasks required. 
  Robert Helliwell started by saying that 
Tia and Ashley Sparling, who had re-
cently moved into the village had said 
they wished to join the PCC (Parochial 
Church Council) with a view to putting 
themselves forward for election as 
Churchwardens at the next annual meet-
ing.  This was very welcome news and 
they were given a round of applause.  
He summarised the position at the mo-
ment and what had brought matters to a 
head and then set out the idea of having 

4 separate committees or sub-
committees in order for the Church to 
move forward.  An early decision was as 
to decide if the village wished the 
Church to be available to be used as a 
community facility as that would require 
further work on the building but there 
were several obstacles in the way.  The 
building was Grade 1 listed, it had no 
car park, and there were bats (protected 

species) in the building plus other prob-
lems.  He said the Church had £25,000 
in the fabric / restoration fund so sub-
stantial fundraising would be required.  
He then set out the PCC’s ideas for 
these groups. 

Group 1 would pursue major fundrais-
ing through grant applications. 
Group 2 would put on local fundraising 
such as fetes, flower festivals etc which 
do not raise large sums but do encourage 
community involvement. 
Group 3 would deal with restoration, 
liaising with architects, builders etc. 
obtaining the necessary Diocesan per-
missions. 
Group 4 Churchyard maintenance. 
 
  Philip Rous said we had to decide on 
the future vision of the Church building.  
Are we just going to repair the building 
or adapt it for other uses such as a com-
munity facility?  It needs to be made fit 
for the 21st century, disabled access, 
toilets, heating, lighting etc.  This would 
be developed into a “statement of needs” 
and a “development brief.”  Do we em-
ploy a consultant or use the Church ar-
chitect to provide a feasibility study with 
costs and timescales?  Approvals would 
be required from the local authority, 
English Heritage, and the Diocese in due 
course. 
  The Archdeacon then spoke about the 
permissions required from the Diocese.  
He explained that legally Churches are 
outside the range of local authority plan-
ning rules unless the outward appearance 
is altered, such as by an extension.  Per-
mission for any work has to be obtained 
from the Diocesan Advisory Committee 
(DAC) via what is known as a faculty.  
The DAC can also give advice if re-
quired.  He then explained that Church 
architects have extra qualifications that 
ordinary architects do not. 
  A letter was read out from Chris Fallon 
who was unable to attend but said his 
company had an experienced fundraiser 
who could help. He mentioned, amongst 
others, Innovate UK, a government 
funding service which gave substantial 
grants for sustainable applications and 
that foreign investors who wished to 
domicile in the UK could invest in wor-
thy causes such as historic building con-
servation. 
  The meeting seemed to be in favour of 
going for a full restoration and looking 
into the possibility of community use so 
at the end everyone was asked which of 
the 4 groups they wanted to join based 
on their particular expertise.  Meetings 
of some groups have already been or-
ganised so the future of our lovely old 
Church looks more and more optimistic.  
Anyone who was unable to attend who 
wishes to get involved with one or other 
of the groups please contact Robert or 

Jane Helliwell 01440 820095. 
Robert and Jane Helliwell  

HAS STRADISHALL CHURCH BEEN SAVED? – THE NEXT STEP 
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Minutes of Parish Council Meeting 
Present:  
Parish Councillors: Martin England, Marc 
Allison, Annie Jones, and Derek Nicholls 
District Councillor: Nick Clarke 
 Chris Turner: Clerk 

 
Chairman, Martin England, welcomed those 
present. Apologies have been received from 
Parish Councillors, June Mansfield and 
Kathy Priestley and District Councillors, 
Karen Richardson and Marion Rushbrook. 

 
Meeting closed for comments/report by  
District Councillor Nick Clarke. 
Nick had nothing specific for Poslingford 
however had some interesting facts on plan-
ning applications in neighbouring villages. 
If help was needed by anyone on any issue 
he was available and would assist where he 
can. 
 Meeting re-opened for Parish Council 
meeting: 
1.  Minutes of our last meeting and out-

standing matters- The minutes were ac-
cepted by all as accurate and signed by the 
Chair. Councillor. Jones is looking into 
purchasing a defibrillator for the village, 
which could be housed in the telephone 
box. Hopefully we will be able to bring the 
Parish Councillor numbers back up to 7 in 
the not too distant future, this is in hand. 

 
2   Financial Report- (i) The accounts to 1st 
September were presented and agreed by all. 
Clerk confirmed the Council s expenses and 
income are in line with budgetary expecta-
tions. 
Only payment now due was to TOP garden 
services for 2 months of grass cutting in-
cluding part of the footpath. We are to query 
the cost of cutting this when the cheque is 
sent. Payment was agreed, and the invoices 
initialled and cheque signed. (2) Bank ac-
count statement was produced showing the 
balance of the account of £9498.90 agreed 
with our records. The statement was ini-
tialled by 2 councillors.(3) Jim Rucklidge 
was a signatory to the bank account and we 
need to look at adding another signatory to 
the account. (4) Audit 2020/21- 
Our accounts have now been audited and a 
report has been received from Suffolk Asso-
ciation of Local Councils (SALC) (Internal 
Audit) and a letter of confirmation from 
Littlejohn (External Auditors). These are 
included on the website and the Notice of 
Determination was published. We went 
through the Internal Audit documentation to 
review comments. This had been circulated 
prior to the meeting One comment related to 
the previous year when an unpresented 
cheque was shown as a receipt instead of 
being netted off. This was taken on board. 
We have met the publication requirements 
for this year. We need to look at the website 

accessibility statement but are not aware 
of any issues. We also need to show 
Members Interests, we will add a link to 
access the information on West Suffolk 
CCs website/records  

 
3.  Councillors comments/issues- A 
mention was made that the footpath 
from Bury St Edmunds to Clare had yet 
to be cut. We are to remind Suffolk CC 
as they are responsible for this. A num-
ber or porcupines have escaped from a 
property in Poslingford, the owner is 
endeavouring to recapture them. Some 
have been seen on roads around Posling-
ford. We are to contact DEFRA so the 
people are aware (Subsequently an arti-
cle has appeared in the East Anglia Dai-
ly Times - EADT). There has been con-
fusion about land ownership and rights 
of way to the church grounds. The 
church have made a payment to ensure 
this remains open for use. Cllr. Nichols 
mentioned that some holes in the high-
ways at Hillside had been filled but the 
work had been of a poor standard and 
the holes have reappeared. 
 
4. We have received a communication 
relating to parking on the main road, and 
lack of vision when turning onto the 
carriageway. It would appear the best 
and perhaps only solution would be a 
mirror on the opposite side of the road 
either located on the roadside outside 
Seldom Inn, or on their land if the own-
ers agree. We are unclear of the owner-
ship of the land next to the highway and 
would need to contact Suffolk CC. to 
ascertain legal ownership. 

 
5. Festival of Suffolk 2022. We will be 
holding a summer BBQ to celebrate, 
and will need to liaise with Mary Evans 
as to when the other local villages are 
holding celebrations.  

 
6. Tree Warden. As we are only respon-
sible for one tree and own no other land 
this is not an issue in Poslingford, and 
clerk to advise W Suffolk DC accord-
ingly. 
   
Next Meeting 1st December 2021 
  Accounts of Poslingford Parish 
Council as at 1st September 2021 
 Bank Account    C/A balance  at 3rd 
June 2021  £10,460.82 
  Payments made since the previous 
meeting (Bacs) 
TOP Garden Services    £342.00 
SALC Annual Fee    £143.92 
Clerk      £282.20 
PAYE      £ 65.40     
SALC Audit fee    £128.40 
TOTAL     £961.92  
Net sum as at 1/9/2021      £9,498.90        
Payments now due to be authorised: 
TOP Garden Services (1/7/21 invoice)  
 £171.00  
  Ditto    (1/8/21 invoice)   £459.00 

The church of St Mary the 
Virgin, Poslingford. 
 

Y ou may have noticed that scaffold-
ing has been erected around the 

tower of the church, and this is in prep-
aration for a small restoration project. 
You might ask, ‘why bother? It’s not 
used very much!’ and to some extend 
that’s right…  but buildings like St 
Mary’s are a part of our heritage and 
reflect the many changes that have oc-
curred in England since it was built. 
 
Its current status is that of a Chapel of 
Ease. The decision to adopt this status 
reflects the reality that the population 
of Poslingford has declined and with it 
attendance at church services. During 
the vacancy in 2020-2021, ie when 
there was no Rector in Clare to take 
services, services were suspended but 
they are now starting again.  
 
St Mary’s church has a long history: 
it’s mentioned in the Domesday Book 
as Poslingworth, as it was then called. 
There are no records regarding the ac-
tual date of its construction, but the fine 
Norman doorway and the small Nor-
man window deeply splayed in the 
northern wall of the nave both point to 
the 12th century. Since then there have 
been several restorations. 
 
Like many building in Suffolk, the 
church is listed, in this case as Grade 
II*. And in common with so many oth-
er listed church buildings, the cost of 
maintaining and preserving it falls to 
the local Parochial Church Council 
(PCC), in this case that of ‘Clare with 
Poslingford’. There is currently consid-
erable debate nationally about the pos-
sibility of turning underused churches 
into multi-purpose buildings, and there 
have been suggestions in the past that 
this should be looked at in Poslingford. 
One of the major drawbacks to this has 
always been the lack of toilets and 
water/drainage, and the fact that the 
Poslingford Parish Council is prohibit-
ed by law from contributing towards 
any such project. This is perhaps an 
unsatisfactory state of affairs, but the 
decision has been made by the Clare 
with Poslingford PCC to carry out 
some essential restoration to ensure that 
the building remains wind and water 
tight. Even essential repairs do not 
come cheap, and the budget for the 
work before VAT is just over £30,000. 
By preserving the church we hope that 
future generations will have the oppor-
tunity to enjoy its tranquil location and 
appreciate its history. You can read 
more about its history in a summary 
written by Rev. Henry Jarvis in 1893 at 
http://suffolkinstitute.pdfsrv.co.uk and 
search for ‘Poslingford’. 

http://suffolkinstitute.pdfsrv.co.uk
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Country COOKING 

with  Louise MACKRILL 

N ovember sees a glut of veg that loves a bit of frost, 
hearty root veg is perfect with rich game meats & 

pears & apples are abundant. 
At this time of year we need warming up with comfort 
food & maybe a little guilty pleasure or two, such as my 
chocolate & salted caramel mousse. 
 
  Roast pear & blue cheese souffle 
Sweet roasted pears counterpoint the salty blue cheese in 
this savoury vegetarian souffle 
Handful dried breadcrumbs 
2 firm dessert pears, 1 peeled, 1 left unpeeled, both quar-
tered, then halved 
50g butter 
2 tsp soft brown sugar 
4 fresh thyme sprigs 
Freshly ground black pepper 
1½ tbsp plain flour 
125ml whole milk, warmed 
2 large free-range eggs, separated 
75g creamy blue cheese (we used vegetarian stilton), 
crumbled 
  Sprinkle breadcrumbs into a greased baking dish, turning 
to coat the inside. Heat the oven to 200°C. Fry the pear 
slices with 25g of the butter, the sugar, a splash of water 
and the thyme. Bring to the boil, lower the heat & cook for 
15-20 minutes or until soft and caramelised. Season with 
freshly ground black pepper. Set aside to cool a little. 
Meanwhile, heat the remaining butter in a pan until foam-
ing, stir in the flour and cook for 3-4 minutes, stirring until 
it smells biscuity. Take the pan off the heat and beat in the 
warm milk until smooth. Simmer gently for 3-4 minutes, 
stirring until smooth and thick. 
Remove the pan from the heat and mix in the egg yolks 
and half the blue cheese. Put half the pears (a mix of 
peeled and unpeeled) in the prepared dish. 
In a clean mixing bowl, whisk the egg whites to medium-
stiff peaks. Mix 1 tbsp of the egg white into the egg yolk 
mixture to loosen it, then gently but briskly fold in the 
remainder. Pour into the dish and top with the remaining 
cheese. Bake for 18-20 minutes until puffed up but with a 
slight wobble. Serve immediately. 
 
  Pork & apple sausage rolls 
These are so easy & deliciously comforting, serve warm 
from the oven for a tasty supper 
500g sausage meat 
50g white onion, finely chopped 
A good pinch of salt and pepper 
5g ground black pepper 
100g apple, roughly chopped 
5g dried sage 
300g puff pastry 
Beaten egg 
Place all the filling ingredients in a bowl and combine. 
Lay the pastry sheet on a worktop and cut in half length-
ways. Place half the filling on the first half of the pastry 
sheet lengthways in an even line. Fold one half of the pas-

try over the filling, wet the edge with a little water. Fold 
over the other half of the pastry and press down to seal.  
Repeat with the other half of pastry. 
Cut into 6 even rolls, place on a lined tray and score the 
tops with a knife.  Brush with the egg wash. Place in the 
oven at 170C for 30-35 minutes until golden and risen. 
 
  Chocolate & salted caramel mousse 
Dessert in under 10 minutes? Yes please 
140g Mars bars, chopped 
340ml double cream, plus 60ml for the topping 
A pinch of sea salt 
120g condensed milk 
A little dark chocolate to serve 
Warm the mars bars gently in a pan with 40ml of cream, 
stirring constantly until melted into a thick sauce. Add a 
pinch of salt, stir then set aside. Combine the remaining 
300ml of cream with condensed milk, whisk until thick but 
not stiff, fold in the melted chocolate & spoon into 4 glass-
es. Chill a few hours to set. Before serving whisk the 60ml 
cream until thick, spoon on top of each mousse & grate 
some dark chocolate over. 
 
 

Mmm….. 
       Delicious! 
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Jeff Fellowes’ 

A 
s we move into Autumn 

the wines to drink will gradually 

increase in body, flavour and alco-

hol. A number of suggestions to 

consider. 
These four are from the Coop in 

Clare. 

Les Cardinaux 2018 £9 (reduced 

by £1) 14.5%. Produced by Famille 

Perrin from the Rhône valley, 

whose wines are always well made, 

and this is no exception. Lots of wild 

berry fruit, lots of oomph, plenty to 

fill the mouth. Think stews for this 

one. 

Baron de Ley Rioja reserva 2016 

£10 13.5%. Another producer 

whose wines are worth buying. Also 

full bodied, with fruit, but dryer than 

the above. Ideal with roasts or ma-

ture cheeses. 

Il Sarmiento.Nero Di Troia 2019 

£6.50 13%. This is a light bodied 

fruity refreshing wine. Probably bet-

ter chilled. Suitable for pizza and 

pasta. 

Marques de Valido Gran Reserva 

2012 £9 13%. A well balanced wine 

where the components have blend-

ed together to produce a soft taste 

on the palate. Very pleasing to drink 

with roasts, lamb, and hard chees-

es. 

I have mentioned previously that 

there are a number of Gran reserva 

and reserva wines on offer in super-

markets. They are not expensive 

and provide not only very good val-

ue but the chance to buy wines 

which have been allowed to mature, 

unlike the majority on the shelves. 

As an example I recently bought 

from Lidl a wine from Cahors, La 

Caselle 2016 £ 7.50 12%. Quite tart 

and acid which is not what to expect 

from Malbec, with Merlot. Put away 

overnight and when tried next was 

an altogether better wine. Rounded 

with fruit, little evidence of tannins 

but quite acceptable. Confit of Duck 

for this one.  

Aldi have an increasing selection of 

better quality wines and here are a 

few. 

 Baron Amarillo Albariño Rias 

Baixas 2020 £7. From NW Spain 

on the Atlantic Coast. This is as 

good an Albariño as I have tasted. It 

expresses the grape better than any 

others I have drunk. Dry and crisp on 

the palate and very refreshing. Of 

course to be enjoyed with any sea-

food. A bargain. 

Roussane 2020 13% £7. From the 

Pays d’Oc. A white wine made from 

a grape synonymous with Southern 

Rhône. A much more elegant wine 

with a slightly nutty taste along with 

apricots and a flowery background. 

Also drink with seafood and cheese. 

Baron Amarillo Gran Reserva Navar-

ro 2015 13% £6.50. Another good 

example of my comments above. 

Very obvious vanilla on the nose. 

Slightly spicy on the palate with lots 

of fruit to enjoy. Longish finish. An-

other bargain. Roasts and cheese. 

 

Wine Press. It won’t only be Electrici-

ty that we will be importing less of 

from France. After a series of bad 

frosts the prediction is of a 25-30% 

shortfall in the harvest, making this 

the smallest crop for decades. The 

Spanish wines listed above, and 

many others, should prove to be a 

very acceptable alternative. 

Best, Jeff 

S adly due to a lack of space, two 4 
month old Silkie cockerels are 

looking for new roosts to rule and a 
flock of hens to call their own. Hap-
py to rehome individually. No fee, 
but new homes will be vetted first. 
Please contact Emma-Jane on 
07931997213. 
 

Home wanted for two 
lovely Silkie cockerels 
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barrypassmore.co.uk 

DKC PLUMBING SERVICES  
 
 

Oil fired boilers servicing 
Breakdowns - Heating systems 

General plumbing - 24 hr call out 
Fully insured - 5 star rated 

David 07740 272791 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

e:parish.pump@gmail.com for more details 

You can 

advertise 

in this 

space for 

under a 

fiver a 

month 

 W ell October has been a surprising month, which was busier 
than we expected, and all the instructions that came to the 

market selling swiftly and at good prices.  As an office, here in 
Wickhambrook, we achieved 109% of asking prices in October, 
showing demand is strong for this time of year.  From November 
the 7th this year we will be running our Christmas promotion, of-
fering our clients a release to market day of 25th December, to 
make the most of some of the busiest days of traffic to Right-
move, Zoopla, On The Market and the other property portals we 
use.  Boxing Day to the 29th December see a dramatic rise in peo-
ple searching for new homes, so by releasing on Christmas Day, 
your property will show as a new instruction and right at the top 
of everyone’s searches come Boxing Day.  Last year this promo-
tion was a great success, with all properties launched on Boxing 
Day, selling at asking price or over, by the 21st January.  There 
are limited spaces available in this promotion, and if you are in-
terested it is better to get involved prior to your festive decora-
tions going up.  Call the Wickhambrook office on 01440 979980, 
me directly on 07949 448428 (text or WhatsApp available), mes-
sage us on Messenger (@Barry Passmore Estate Agents Wick-
hambrook), or email lee@barrypassmore.co.uk  

3 /4 bedroom de-
tached chalet bunga-
low, sitting in just 
under 0.7acres and 
with stunning views 
over open country-
side in Ashfield 
Green, Wickham-
brook.  OIEO 
£725,000 
 

mailto:lee@barrypassmore.co.uk
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ONLY OIL 
OIL BOILER SERVICING  

AND REPAIRS 
 

R. Corder & C.A. Nunn 
 

Tel: 01473 827792 
or 01787 313250 

www.angliapestmanagement.co.uk 

SPITFIRE MOWERS & GARDENING 
• Mower and Garden 

machine service and repair. 
• Grass cutting and 

gardening jobs. 
• Based in Glemsford 

covering  areas in Suffolk 
and Essex.  

•  Small Workshop and store  in Glemsford with a craft  section too.   
• Push along, ride on and tractors.  
• Lots of items we can get in  

cheaper for you from hand 
tools to parts to even 
machines themselves!  

• The Craft Cabin includes 
Paint  your own, Craft 
packs and resin  items to buy. It also includes A place to craft while 
adhering to  social distance rules!  

 

20 years experience in the industry 
so why not give us a try 

www.spitfiremowers.co.uk 
07429391775 
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Harris & Harris Books 
 

• Two floors of new and old 
books for readers of all ages 

• Fast ordering service 

• Books posted worldwide 

• Gift certificates available 

• Email for bookshop events 
and newsletter 

7b High Street, 
Clare 

CO10 8NY 
01787 277267 

e: kate@harrisharris.co.uk 

www.harrisharris.co.uk 

there is the prevalent emphasis on the 
darkness of the blackouts and the 

clever way ‘war’ becomes an 
anthropomorphic entity ‘in its 

character of petty pilferer’ . 

 P atrick Hamilton’s dark comedy 
The Slaves of Solitude pro-

vided ample to discuss at this 
month’s book club. First published in 
1947 the story is set during the ‘grey 
dead winter of the deadliest part of 
the most deadly war in history’. Our 
protagonist is Miss Roach, ap-
proaching middle age, sensible and 
principled, who, ‘bombed out of Lon-
don’, has landed in the Rosamund 
Tea Rooms -  ‘a ‘dead-and-alive’ 
boarding house in the  ‘dead-and-
alive’ town of Thames Lockdon.  The 
Second World War has brought her 
and the other guests together but 
beneath the social veneer they are 
disparate and lonely, each a ‘slave to 
solitude’ and, we felt, each a victim 
of prevailing social customs which 
prevented them from socialising 
freely. Into the stultifying atmosphere 
of the boarding house comes an 
American Lieutenant, like a breath of 
fresh air, ignorant of social attitudes, 
ready to make friends with anyone 
and everyone. For a while Miss 
Roach thinks of him as ‘her Lieuten-
ant’ offering some welcome escape 
from ‘her lonely self’, until his atten-
tions turn to her seeming friend Vicki 
and life gets much more complicated 
for Miss  Roach.   
  Whilst we questioned the promo-
tional quote from Sarah Waters that 

this is one of the funniest novels she 
has ever read we did find plenty of 
dark humour to be enjoyed.  Not 
least in the brilliantly observed inter-
nal monologues of Miss Roach 
where she goes round in circles 
scrutinising her every thought and 
feeling, questioning and rebuking 
herself. The writing style often sets 
her personal ruminations, full of wit 
and sharp observations, against her 
external presentation of polite acqui-
escence to social niceties so that 
comedy builds in unlikely places, 
such as, when she stoically suffers 
the dreaded interrogations of the 
boarding house bully, Mr Thwaites, 
or allows the wayward advances of 
the fickle Lieutenant or endures the 
increasingly taut encounters with her 
‘friend’. Knowing the author was an 
acclaimed playwright as well as a 
novelist led to a discussion as to 
how well some of these transactions 
would transfer to the stage.  
  We thought the author really cap-
tured the lived experience of war by 
ordinary people:  there is the preva-
lent emphasis on the darkness of the 
blackouts and the clever way ‘war’ 
becomes an anthropomorphic entity 
‘in its character of petty pilferer’ 
emptying shops of stockings, sham-
poo, scent, hairpins, cigarettes etc 

and it’s incessant ‘snubbing and 
nagging’ as ‘No’s’ and ‘Don’ts’ 
‘thump down all around’ – the war is 
here, there and everywhere and it’s 
relentlessly on the take. By the by, 
we were astonished at the levels of 
drinking that take place! This manic 
quest for a feel-good factor is de-
scribed ‘as much a part of the war as 
the soldiering, the sailoring, the 
bombing…and all the grey depriva-
tions’ 
  Miss Roach, trapped by circum-
stances and self -depreciating views 
of herself, won our sympathies and 
we were pleased when she finally 
escapes the tyranny of the Tea-
rooms and gets back to London - 
and her sanity. Certain wrongs have 
been righted -  Mr Thwaites gets his 
comeuppance (not before time) and 
some of us appreciated a marvellous 
moment when Miss Roach gets a 
‘modest notion of revenge’ against 
Vicki – although someone else point-
ed out that the Tearooms were an a 
maleficent force on her character 
and she had stooped as low as her 
foe. While it is not a fairy tale ending, 
indeed it is rather ominous for she 
knows ‘nothing of the February blitz 
shortly to descend on London’, we 
were still left feeling hopeful of better 
times ahead for Miss Roach.  
  Our book for the November meet-

ing is Ashes of London by Andrew 

Taylor and if you like to join us 

please contact Anne on 

07557357362 or email anneden-

nis1@live.co.uk.  

mailto:annedennis1@live.co.uk
mailto:annedennis1@live.co.uk
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French style in your home & garden 

Country furniture, antiques, vintage kitchenalia - and tea room 

Jardin de  
Clements 

Maison de  
Clements 

Open 7 days a week 

10am - 4.30pm 

       Market Hill  Clare and Baythorne End   07950767674 
  maisondeclements.co.uk    e: lindadabbs@hotmail.co.uk 
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Red mite are nasty little mites 

that feed off chicken’s blood over 

night while they are sleeping.   

I 
 finally won the battle of the red 

mite – with a gas burner.  I tried 

pretty much everything including 

buying in predator Androlis mites, Jeyes 

fluid, lime, Dettol, poultry insecticide to 

name a few, I was faced with potentially 

burning the coops. Something a lot of 

fellow poultry keepers resorted to this 

damp year.  However, I saw a comment 

on Facebook that suggested using a 

blowtorch to burn off any visible mites, 

which I did, but the blowtorch wasn’t 

mighty enough, so I purchased a garden 

weed burner.  Just 15 minutes with that 

and all sight of anything creepy crawly 

had gone.  And no problems since.  

Phew!  The chickens will be much hap-

pier.  Red mite are nasty little mites that 

feed off chicken’s blood over night 

while they are sleeping.  The little bites 

are uncomfortable for the hens, but with 

their rapid reproduction rates can easily 

kill a chicken when enough of them are 

feeding in one sitting. 
  Our new sheep have mingled in well 
with our existing ewe lambs and are 
growing well.  The ewes themselves 

have been divided up into groups and are 
now with their tups (entire male sheep).  
Changing the raddle colour used on the 
rams weekly will help us when lambing 
time comes to sort the ewes out into ex-
pected due dates.  We have probably got 
enough breeding ewes to warrant scan-
ning this year, if we can find someone 
who doesn’t mind doing a small group, 
it will be useful to know who is carrying 
what.  Not only for organising the cor-
rect level of feed to give the ewes, but it 
will also be useful to know when lamb-
ing has started – when we don’t know 
how many they are carrying we spend a 
lot of time waiting for the placenta to 
arrive which indicates the mum has fin-
ished giving birth.   
We have received some wonderful re-
ports on the quality and flavour of our 
lamb this year.  Being rare breed and 
pasture fed really does make all the dif-
ference. 
  The Pigs have now gone.  A little earli-
er than we would have liked due to the 
time of year.  Butchers need to get ready 
for the Christmas period which is natu-
rally busy for them and therefore private 

cutting jobs are not available during 
November and December, so end of 
October was booked in.  The upside of 
this is we will have plentiful chipolatas 
perfect for the Christmas table!   
Our local abattoir had no problems with 
booking the pigs in either, although they 
did tell me they have a shortage of 
butchers available.  Not a problem to us 
as we typically use Humphrey’s in 
Clare.  However, there will be many 
farmers who will find that difficult to 
deal with. 
  Some of the cockerels I have reared 
this year are approaching 7 months old 
and are almost ready for the table, the 
females being sold to fellow Ixworth 
keepers new and old which has been 
lovely to do.  Seeing our Ixworth’s go to 
Jimmy’s Farm in Ipswich as they start 
with this breed and to Farthings Farm at 
Wattisfield and Greenacres near Otley 
which has this year turned into a care 
farm, the breed is starting to spread 
across Suffolk not forgetting the hatch-
ing eggs posted across the country, all 
from our little flock here in Stansfield! 
Free Range, Rare Breed Norfolk Bronze 
Turkeys are now available to order for 
collection from Bayments Farm in 
Stansfield on December 23rd.  A £20 
deposit will secure your order; choose 
from a whole bird, crown or breast roll.  
Prices can be seen on Facebook 
@riverglemsmallholders or requested 
via email.   
Where to buy our produce: 
Horringer Farmers Market, 1st Saturday 
of the month (9:30am – 12:30) 
Thurlow Homemade & Homegrown 
Market, 1st Sunday of the month (10am 
- 1pm) 
Order via email – join our mailing list 
for our most up to date stock list. 
Facebook – we have a shop on our Fa-
cebook page @riverglemsmallholders 
for our pies and beef boxes. 
Free (covid safe) delivery within a 
7mile radius of Stansfield.  Or order and 
collect at any of the above markets. 
 

A mite 
killer 
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Money pours in for roof appeal 

Stansfield village hall news 

Part-time Job Opportunity 
  

S 
tansfield Parish Council is looking for 
someone to fulfil the role of Clerk and 
RFO (Responsible Financial Officer) to 

the Parish Council.  This is a part-time post. 
   Hours: 4 hours a week plus attendance at 6 
Parish Council meetings per year plus any 
planning meetings, if required. 
   Salary: in line with NJC salary scale and 
dependent on qualifications and experience. 
   To apply: please email a CV and covering letter 
to the Chair of Stanfield Parish Council, Sarah 
Hopkins shopkinsstansfieldpc@gmail.com 
 An informal phone discussion can be arranged if 
this would be helpful, or email the above address 
for more information. The successful candidate 
will have good information and numeracy skills, 
an ability to work independently and good IT 
skills, including a working knowledge of Word, 
Excel and Zoom.  Experience of working as a 
parish clerk and RFO is preferred.  However, 
training is available from SALC (Suffolk 
Association of Local Councils). 

Stansfield Village Hall News – Novem-

ber 2021Village Hall Roof  

As I write the new village hall roof is now 

in place and looking great, with only the 

guttering to be fitted. The builders man-

aged to get the work done with minimum 

disruption for hall users while the hall re-

mained open during the improvement 

work. A big thank you to everyone in the 

community that came together to help 

make this possible whether as individuals 

or groups, through donations or organis-

ing/attending fundraising events, we 

couldn’t have done it without your help.  

Last of the grant funding rolls in 

Thanks to Jessica Martin Wells from Per-
simmon Homes for travelling from Ips-
wich to present a big cheque towards the 
roof fund to members of the village hall 
committee! (See next page) 
Dates for Your Diary  
Join us for two fabulous workshops for 
beginners led by Julie Ghirardani 
Watercolour and Vintage Workshop – 
Saturday 13th November 
Learn how to make cards, gift tags and 
pictures using watercolour paint and vin-
tage lace. eventbrite.co.uk/e/watercolour-
vintage-workshop-tickets-174723541817 
Christmas Wreath Workshop – Satur-

day 11th December  
Learn how to make a beautiful, luxury 
Christmas wreath to give as a gift or to 
decorate your home. eventbrite.co.uk/e/
christmas-wreath-workshop-tickets-
195805037137 
Christmas Shopping Evening – Wednes-
day 24th November  
6 to 8pm. A range of interesting stalls, 
Prize Draw, Refreshments, Mulled Wine, 
Bar. 
Cleaner Wanted 
Stansfield Village Hall, 3hrs a week, £10 
per hour, phone 01284 789192 or email 
friends@stansfieldvillage.org.uk for more 

mailto:shopkinsstansfieldpc@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/watercolour-vintage-workshop-tickets-174723541817
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/watercolour-vintage-workshop-tickets-174723541817
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/christmas-wreath-workshop-tickets-195805037137
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/christmas-wreath-workshop-tickets-195805037137
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/christmas-wreath-workshop-tickets-195805037137
mailto:friends@stansfieldvillage.org.uk
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GRAB A JAB! 
Coronavirus cases are 
rising……but anyone 
over the age of 12 is 
now eligible for 
vaccination. If you are 
over 16, you can get a 
vaccination from a 
walk-in centre, such 
as the excellent one at 
Chevington Close, 
Bury St Edmunds.  
So whether it’s your 
first, second or 
booster, help stop the 
spread. Please don’t 

put it off! 
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CAROL is a trained counsellor living locally who can offer advice on personal problems, such as relationships, divorce, child 
issues, employment, depression - or general worries. Email her in complete confidence at carolreay1@icloud.com 

 

roblem 
age 

P 
with Carol Reay-Glover 

D ear Carol  
I am struggling with feelings of 

being useless.  
 
My son, who’s in his 20s, has developed 
real mental health issues and suffers 
from depression. I don’t want to break 
his confidence by saying too much but 
there has been drug use involved.  
 
I have 3 children and everything seemed 
so fine. I just feel this must mean I’ve 
been a bad mother. I must have. Or he 
wouldn’t have these problems would he? 
Then I worry I’m being selfish because 
that is me thinking about me. But if I’m 
honest these problems do make me feel 
terrible about myself.  
 
C 

 

 

D ear C, 

I am sorry your son has these dif-

ficulties and being a parent can be 

so hard and throw up so many challeng-

es.  

 

You are obviously a caring, thoughtful 

mother and your reaction is blaming 

yourself. This ironically can give you a 

sense of control in a situation where you 

feel you have none. If it’s you, you can 

solve it. But the truth is it isn’t you. And 

bearing this alongside your son will feel 

very difficult and painful for you.  

 

People suffer from mental health issues 

just as they do other health issues. It is 

not your fault. You are not being selfish 

having these worries but try, if you can, 

and if your son talks to you, to hear 

where he is coming from; how he sees 

things. 

 

It can be hard as a parent to bear the 

troubles of our children. We want to fix 

them, make them alright, take pain 

away, even have the pain ourselves in-

stead. But showing your son that you 

can and will bear things with him, be 

there for him, will be so valuable. You 

will be, in your words, so useful.  

 

I wish you well with this C and do bear 

in mind that there is support for you and 

your son should you need it.  

 

Carol 

 
Subscriptions are due for the 
next year’s contribution at 
£12 per number. 
  
Contact:  
  
STEFAN BRANSBY-
ZACHARY FCA 
  
Treasurer of Denston 
Village Hall 
B Z Alexander Ltd – 
chartered accountants 
Tel: 01440 820675  Fax: 
01440 820164 
www.bzalexander.co.uk  

Denston 100 Club 

http://www.bzalexander.co.uk
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J.R. HUMPHREY & SONS 
 

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY BUTCHER 

Always a fine selection of meats, 
cheeses, dairy products, poultry 

and smoked hams 

 

5, Market Hill, Clare, Suffolk. 
Telephone 01787-277294 

K T GRIDLEY 

GENERAL BUILDING 

All types of building works undertaken 

Groundworks 

Cart-lodges and Extensions 

Brickwork, Blockwork and Flint Walls 

Garden Fencing, Paths and Patios 

Maintenance and Repairs 

Springbank, Lower Street, Stansfield, CO10 8LP 
Tel: 01284 789309  Mobile: 07702 265425.   
E: kevin.gridley12@gmail.com 
W: ktgridleygeneralbuilder.co.uk 

refinedblinds.co.uk 

www.chimneymatters.co.uk 

W: ktgridleygeneralbuilder.co.uk 

paulmaintenancejones@outlook.com 

COPY 
DEADLINE 
 

With the 
resumption of a 
printed edition of 
Parish Pump could 
all contributors and 
advertisers please 
submit copy no 
later than the 20th 
of the month 
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www.jwtreesurgeryandgardens.com 
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ajonesandson.com 
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BANSFIELD BENEFICE MINISTRY TEAM 

WHO’S WHO AT YOUR CHURCH 

Churchwardens 

RECTOR        Revd Eve Bell                                           07815 441304 

READER Dr Philip Draycott (Wickhambrook) 01440 820328 

ELDER Dr Paul Bevan (Wickhambrook) 01440 821313 

 Mrs Fiona Evans (Denston) 01440 820172 
 

Visit the website, http://www.bansfieldbenefice.org.uk Follow us on Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/bansfieldbenefice 
Read the blog, http://bansfieldbenefice.blogspot.com Email us, contact@bansfieldbenefice.org.uk 

COWLINGE Mrs Josie Wreathall 01440 783286  
DENSTON Mrs Fiona Evans 01440 820172  

LIDGATE                            Mrs Janet Mitson PCC Secretary    01638 500587 
   
OUSDEN Mrs Nicola Nunn 01638 500237 
STANSFIELD Mr Hugh Douglas-Pennant 01284 789412 
STRADISHALL                 Acting Jane Helliwell                        01440 820095 
WICHAMBROOK              Dr. Paul Bevan                                  01440 821313

Hello, I’m Andy Smith, 
your local and friendly 
Chimney Sweep 
 

• Traditional and rotary  
power sweeping 
 
• Servicing open fires and wood  
burners for maximum efficiency 
 
• Nests and bee hive removal 
 
• Chimney inspections with HD camera 
 
• All swept chimneys inspected. 

N.A.C.S Certificates issued 

andrew@andyschimneyservices.com 
 

tel: (01284) 789109 mobile: 07485 038299 

HETAS 

APPROVED 

PUBLIC 

LIABILITY 

INSURANC

E 

andrew@andyschimneyservices.com 

By Mary Cleaver 

F inancial Support for Kinship Carers 

Sometimes when parents are unable 

to look after children it falls to the 

grandparents, or other family and 

friends carers to step in and help. These 

heroes are known as kinship carers.        

Frequently this is done on a voluntary 

basis so that minimal disruption is 

caused to the children and means they 

can avoid a confusing period in foster 

care.  However the impact on the unof-

ficially appointed foster carer might be 

considerable – perhaps an early retire-

ment is now required, or reducing work 

hours is needed to enable a school run 

and the cost of raising children is not to 

be underestimated.  The House of Com-

mons library has released a briefing 

paper to explain what help financial 

help might be available for kinship car-

ers from local authorities and/or the 

social security/tax credits systems.  
  If the Local Authority has had to step 
in for welfare reasons, they can only 

place a child with a kinship carer if that 
person is also an approved foster carer.  
If you are in this fortunate position then 
you will be eligible for the National 
Minimum Fostering Allowance.  If there 
is any other private arrangement in 
place, then Local Authorities are not 
obliged to provide financial assistance, 
despite this arrangement saving the pub-
lic purse a fortune.   
  Kinship carers may apply to the courts 
for orders which provide legal recogni-
tion of a caring arrangement. Depending 
on the nature of the order, it may also 
confer parental responsibility for the 
child on the carer.  Kinship, a national 
charity dedicated to supporting kinship 
carers advises: Once you’ve got your 
Child Arrangements Order, there’s no 
additional entitlement to support, alt-
hough you will be able to claim Child 
Benefit and Child Tax Credits if appli-
cable. Local authorities have the power 
to pay an allowance to a carer with a 
Child Arrangements Order. This is 
more likely to be paid if the child was 
previously looked after by the local 
authority, but even then there is no 
automatic entitlement. 
The Special Guardianship provisions 
were introduced by the Adoption and 
Children Act 2002 with the aim of al-
lowing a child to be placed with a non-

parent with a degree of permanence 
greater than a residence order, but less 
final than full adoption. Like an adop-
tive parent, a special guardian has pa-
rental responsibility for the child. The 
Local Authority does have a duty to 
offer financial and other support ser-
vices to Special Guardian and there is a 
complex set of regulations that define 
what can be paid and when. 
  For most kinship carers needing fi-
nancial support then it might be possi-
ble for the Child Benefit to be trans-
ferred as it should be paid to the person 
with whom the child lives.  Then it is 
worth looking at Child Tax Credits, 
some help via Housing Benefit and 
ultimately Universal Credit, however 
for each of these benefits a kinship 
carers means will affect eligibility and 
for any Universal Credit claim there is 
a two-child rule and the arrival of non-
biological child can impact upon this 
such that there is an entire briefing pa-
per on t his point alone! 
   – despite the expense of raising chil-

dren and the fact that by stepping in 
you are saving the public purse a for-

tune, kinship carers are unlikely to re-
ceive any additional financial help un-

less you can extract a discretionary 
payment from the local authority or can 
make a claim for Universal Credit.    

Are you a Kinship Carer? - please read on 
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by Robin Sharp 

 

See you in 2022! 

The end of the cricket season always 
seems to creep up on players - and then, 
suddenly, it's all over. The final game 
was played on 26th September, the very 
last Sunday of the month (the latest final 
game in my memory). As so many games 
had been lost to unfriendly weather in 
August and early September, there was 
an underlying feeling of having been 
cheated of due cricketing time in the sun. 
But could Stansfield at least end the sea-
son on a cheerful, winning note? 
Visitors for the final hurrah were our 
friends from Old Newton, who play most 
of their cricket at regional league level. 
Newton won the toss and chose to bat, in 
a 36 overs a-side contest. Sam Blows 
opened the bowling, partnered by debu-
tant Satish Rayadurgam’ another most 
welcome recruit from among the ranks of 
junior doctors at Ipswich Hospital, 
thanks to the persuasive ways of the good 
Dr Blows! 
It was rather a case of ‘doctor heal thy-
self’, as Blows was a little out-of-sorts 
with his first two overs, the first costing 5 
runs and the second a further 9, with no 
reward. Meanwhile, Satish was showing 

his colleague how it should be done. His 
first two overs yielding just 1 run. Sam 
evidently looked and learned, for in his 
next three overs he accounted for Pettifor 
for 1 run, followed by Hines for 0, both 
bowled. Blows’ final respectable figures 
were 6 overs, 1 maiden, 2 wickets for 22 

runs. At the other, road end Satishe im-
pressed, posting figures of 5 overs 
(including 1 maiden) for just 8 runs, and 
his quick and accurate arm dismissed 
Durham, run out. After 11 overs, the 
visitors’ score was 35-3. Satish gave 
way to Akshaye Pratipati and he struck 
almost immediately, bowling Pennell for 
4 with his fourth ball. Salmon followed 
in like fashion for 4 in Akshaye’s fourth 
over (4 overs, 1 maiden, 2 wicket's for 7 
runs). In between, Fred Guiry succeeded 
Blows and he sent obdurate opener 
Marsh back to the pavilion for a doughty 

20, bowled. At the close of the 18th over, 
Old Newton were 47-6. Enter Ed Lewis, 
equipped with a smart gizmo (courtesy 
of Blows) to keep his specs in place 
while bowling. Eureka - he could see! In 
just two overs he had accounted for two 
further wicket's for 3 runs. The writing 
was more than on the wall: Sharp took 
another wicket in his two overs for 6 
runs; Clayton needed only 4 balls to 
remove the final batter for just 1 run. 
Newton all out for 57.  
Stansfield tails were up as (it is to be 

hoped) the last ‘bring your own tea’ was 
consumed. But SCC players know, from 
bitter past experience, that there's many 
a slip twixt teacup and lip in both re-
spects ….. 
Wishing to make a game of it, Stone 

mixed up the batting order but the visi-
tors bowlers did their bit to make it diffi-

cult for the hosts. After 10 overs, Stans-
field had lost half their wickets 
(including Stone and Guiry for 0 and 5 

respectively) for 39 runs - but were with-
in 19 of their target.  

One of SCC’s ‘Doctors on 
Call’ 
 – Satish Rayadurgam’  

SCC Stars of the Future – Louis Blows and Ollie 
Clayton Practise for the 2032 Season 

In an emergency, call a doctor! Two, in 
this case. Akshaye and Satish powered 
SCC over the line, with Aks top-
scoring, undefeated, with 24 runs, in-
cluding two 6’s and two 4’s, with Sat-
ishe chipping-in with 4.  
Stansfield had finished the season with 
a win by 5 wickets, a comfortable mar-
gin in the end. Both sides removed to 
the Hawkedon Queen’s to mark the 
passing of another season in convivial 
and time-honoured fashion. 
See you in 2022! 

THEY THINK IT’S ALL OVER …. 
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Photo of Stradishall Cricket team, I 
would guess early 1950’s. 
Terrance Hurst at the front, with John 
Prigg, George King, Arthur King and 
Roy Cutts behind him. 
Back row includes Albert Hurst, Dennis 
Kiddy, Fred Cutts, Jack Cook and oth-
ers. 
Any ideas? 
Many thanks, Martin Hurst   
Any ideas to parish.pump@gmail.com 

Stradishall Cricket 1950’s? 


