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Consultation on Environmental Permitting Regulations 

The National Association of Local Councils has advised of a government consultation on 

proposed changes to Environmental Permitting Regulations, copy attached as Appendix A. 

Proposed changes to the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) 2016 Regulations 

would be likely to affect Wickhambrook as a small burial authority.  This is because there 

are proposals to amend regulations around activities which affect groundwater.   

If the current proposals were implemented, it could reduce remaining burial capacity of the 

cemetery by almost 50%.  This is because, to meet the proposed changes, the burial 

authority would need to ensure that plot sizes were increased and there may also be a 

prohibition on burials within 10m of a field drain or dry ditch, or greater with respect to 

springs, wells, watercourses or boreholes. 

The current standard plot size for burial is no greater than 4’ x 8’ /3.0 square meters.  To 

increase the size of a burial plot to 5 square metres would mean an increase of a burial plot 

by two thirds to 6’ x 9’. 

NALC has also identified that some of the proposals within Annex C relating to ground-

source heat pumps may impede the drive towards green energy. 

NALC is asking local councils to respond particularly to the questions set out at Appendix B, 

for which draft responses have been made. 

Action: 

Councillors are asked to identify any additional information or evidence which 

should be included in the draft response for NALC attached as Appendix B. 
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Appendix B

- Disagree

Disagree - the requirement to increase the size of the plots 
by over two thirds is likely to reduce overall the 
accommodation within the cemetery and require the parish 
to find a means of extending it sooner
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