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Request to take on Memorial Clock situated at All 

Saints Church as a Parish Asset 

Each year Wickhambrook Parish Council sets aside some funds from its budget to give 

financial support to local organisations.  The power under which a Parish Council may 

normally do this is s.137 of the Local Government Act 1972.  

Previous requests have been received from Wickhambrook All Saints Church PCC asking the 

Parish Council to pay for repairs to the Memorial Clock sited on the Wickhambrook All Saints 

Church Tower.  The parish council resolved to award a grant of £340 towards the cost of the 

repairs (Report WPC.21.11.09 and Min. 21.11.17 refer) in November ’21, and a further 

£340 in April ’22 (Report WPC.22.02.08 and Min. 22.02.13).   This grant was paid in August.  

The Parochial Church Council, who have been managing the maintenance of the clock, have 

reported that they do not have sufficient funds to instruct for all the work to be completed 

(there remains outstanding work to install a new switch to operate the winder, estimated in 

August ’22 at £450) and are requesting that the parish council take on responsibility for the 

Memorial Clock, on the basis that in their view is not a Diocesian asset. 

The installation of the Memorial Clock was funded mainly through subscription and grants 

raised by villagers (organised by the church) between 1944 and 1946, to commemorate the 

fallen of both world wars (https://www.bansfieldbenefice.org.uk/wickhambrook/history/clock.html). The 

clock installed in All Saints Church Tower (this being the only building of sufficient height for 

the clock to be visible in the parish at the time of installation), it does not form part of the 

infrastructure of the church, does not relate to the affairs of the church, and is not 

understood to be held for an ecclesiastical charity.   

A parish council is generally able to make payments for services and supplies under the 

powers conferred upon it by relevant legislation.  Where no such power exists, (e.g.  

Charitable donations) then a parish council may incur expenditure either under   

• the General Power of Competence in s.1 of the Localism Act 2011 (which does not

apply to Wickhambrook Parish Council, it not being eligible), or

• s.137 of the Local Government Act 1972 (LGA1972), for any purpose, except one

which is subject to a statutory prohibition, restriction or limitation1.

Until recently, the clerk’s understanding was that the use of s.137 of LGA1972 is 

constrained, because the memorial clock is on Church property.  When parish councils were 

established under s6 of the Local Government Act 1894, there was a specific provision 

(s.6(1) (c ) of the Local Government 1894 Act) which confirmed the powers, duties and 

liabilities conferred on parish council included “the holding and management of parish 

property not being property related to affairs of the church or held for an 

ecclesiastical charity”.   A detailed advice note from National Association of Local 

Councils (NALC) on Financial Assistance to the Church is attached as Appendix A.   

Previous advice from the Suffolk Association of Local Councils and Society of Local Council 

Clerks, was that the best way to resolve this (until such time as any legal challenge provided 

a definitive answer one way or the other) would be for Wickhambrook All Saints Church 

apply to the Parish Council for a grant each time it needed support towards the cost of 

maintaining the clock (much as it did for the electrification of the clock).  The Parish Council 

would then consider the application on its merits, and if approved, a payments were 
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authorised.  This is the basis on which previous funding decision with respect to the 

Memorial Clock have been made by the parish council since 2019. 

The Parochial Church Council asked in the spring that the parish council consider formally 

taking on the Memorial Clock as an asset for which it would be responsible for maintenance 

and repair.  The PCC would ensure access to the clock to facilitate this. 

The clerk has sought further advice on this matter from Suffolk Association of Local 

Councils, and their response (which includes advice from the National Association of Local 

Councils) is set out at Appendix B. 

In summary: 

1. the parish council could accept the Memorial Clock as an asset (valued at £1).

2. The PC should seek a formal agreement between itself and the PCC for transfer to it,

from a solicitor of its choice (a request for quotes on this work has been requested).

3. The clock would be insured by the parish council on a replacement value basis

(valued at £120,000 – advised by Hawards Horological) – the additional premium

advised by current insurers is in the region of £350 per year.

4. The parish council would then be responsible for arranging and funding ongoing

maintenance and repairs (annual service currently estimated at £350)

5. The PCC would hold Public Liability Insurance which would cover access to the

Memorial Clock in the church tower.

This would put the management of the clock on a formal footing which the parish council 

would then need to budget for annually. 

Action:  

The Committee is asked whether it supports this proposal, which would then be 

considered by the parish council at the November meeting.   
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